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REPORT 

From Committee on Petition for promoting the Education of 
The Poor of Ireland. 

The committee to whom the Petition of the Society for 
promoting the Education of the Poor of Ireland, was referred ; — — 
Ili^vE, pursuant to the Order of The House, examined the matter 
of the said Petition : TO prove the Allegations whereof, 



A Member present informed the Committee, that the Petitioners are a 
voluntary Association, consisting of Persons of various religious Communions, 
formed towards the close of tlie year iSn, and engaged in an undertaking, 
■which they conceive to be of the first importance to the moral and political im- 
provement of Ireland ; and that the leading principle on which they are pledged to 
proceed is, to afford the same advantages, with respect to Education, to all classes of 
Christians, without interfering with the peculiar religious opinions of any : And 
that the Petitioners conceive that the most efficient means for attaining the object 
of the Society is to promote the Establishment of well-ordered Schools throughout 
Ireland', in which the appointment of Governors, Teachers and Scholars, shall be 
uninfluenced by religious distinctions, and in which the Scriptures, without note 
or comment, shall be used, excluding all Catechisms and Cooks of Religious 
Controversy: And tliat the Petitioners have hitherto been indebted to the 
liberality of the Managers of a local School in Dublin, for temporary accommo- 
dation in an apartment of their house, which however is in a remote part of the 
City ; yet several Masters have been trained during the last year, who are now 
introducing the improved System into different Schools scattered throughout 
Ireland, each of which may, in its turn, become the source of improvement to 
existing Schools in its neighbourhood, and an incitement to the establishment of 
others upon a good foundation; and that the Petitioners are therefore extremely 
anxious to be enabled to erect a Building in a public and convenient part of the 
City of Dublm, adapted to the various purposes of their Institution, which shall 
contain a Seminary for training Schoolmasters, and also a model School, 
exhibiting, in its operation, a specimen of the improved System of Education 
recommended by them ; and they are desirous that it shall be sufficiently 
capacious (if hereafter judged necessary or expedient) to accommodate with 
lodging, such young men coming from remote places as may wish to be educated 
as Schoolmasters, so that their Morals, whilst they are under instruction, may not 
I 399- 

I 

Printad image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




S HEPOBT FKOJI COMMITTEE O.V EECCATION OF POOH OF IRELAND. 

be exposed to the snares and temptations incident to a Metropolis ■ and it U 
tte,r ,,,sh also that the model School should afford the means of Education to the 
Poor Chddren of some district of Dublin at present inadequately provided in that 
respect; and that the repository of necessary Articles for the use of Schools 

to Funds, from the voluntary Contributions of the Public, sufficient to meet 
eir cuirent Expenses, and also to erect the proposed Building; but in this latter 
object they have a togetlrcr failed, nor can they indulge the hope of doing any 
thing efiectual in this respect, without the assistance of Parliament, although they 
have every reason to expect that their ordinary resources will be adequate to all 
|he.r oier purposes, and it w ill be so far from diminishing the amount of voluntary 
bscriptions, that it will materially contribute to the increase of their income 
derived from that source. «u-umc 



14 June 1815. 
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